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TAGS: PINT, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: SMITH APPEALS TO NKOMO 

1 . ON THE 13TH OF JULY IAN SMITH ADDRESSED A PRIVATE 
INTER-RACIAL BUSINESSMEN'S CLUB IN SALISBURY (THE REFORM 
CLUB). ALTHOUGH THE MEETING WAS NOT PUBLICIZED, WHAT SMITH HAD 
TO SAY WAS NOT KEPT PRIVATE VERY LONG. ACCORDING TO AN AFRICAN 
MEMBER OF ZAPU, SMITH MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. HE WAS DISAPPOINTED IN HIS COLLEAGUES ON THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WHO HAVE NOT KEPT THEIR PROMISE TO 
END THE WAR AFTER THE MARCH 3RD AGREEMENT WAS REACHED. 

B. THE WAR WAS GETTING WORSE RATHER THAN BETTER. 

C. NKOMO WAS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN THE PICTURE. 

HIS PRESENCE WAS NECESSARY IN THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

D. SMITH WAS IN REGULAR. ALMOST DAILY. CONTACT WITH NKOMO 
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AND THERE WAS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY THAT HE WOULD 
RETURN TO JOIN THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT. SMITH WAS 
CHALLENGED ON THIS POINT BY A MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE. 

E. MUGABE COULD RETURN WITH NKOMO IF THEY WISHED. 

2. COMMENT: SMITH WELL KNEW THAT HIS COMMENTS WOULD FIND 
THEIR WAY TO NKOMO VERY SOON. HE IS CLEARLY MAKING 
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A PERSONAL APPEAL TO THE ZAPU LEADER. HOWEVER, HE 
HAS SO FAR GIVEN NO INDICATION THAT HE IS PREPARED 
TO MAKE THE KINDS OF COMPROMISES WHICH WOULD BE 
NECESSARY FOR NKOMO TO ACCEPT HIS INVITATION TO 
RETURN. AS LONG AS HE CONTINUES TO INSIST ON 
MAINTAINING THE MARCH 3 AGREEMENT, EVEN PERSONAL 
APPEALS OF THIS KIND WILL BE UNAVAILING. HOWEVER, 

THEY DO GIVE AN INDICATION OF THE GROWING DESIRE 
BY SMITH TO LOOK FOR A NEW SOLUTION AND THEY 
SHOW A GROWING FLEXIBILITY ON HIS PART. 

EDMONDSON 
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